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Commi ssioner 6s Letter

Total Production Values and Annual Highlights

2022 Rainfall Data

Sustainable Agriculture: Organic Farming

Fruit, Berry, Vegetable, and Field Crop Production Values
Nursery Stock, Livestock, and Apiary Production Values
BeeWhere Apiary Protection Program

Consumer Protections: Direct Marketing and Organics
Certified Farmersd Mar ket Schedul e
Trading Partners

International Export Certification

Pest Exclusion and Interceptions

Oriental Fruit Fly Quarantine

Fire Hazard Reduction

Integrated Pest Management and Noxious Weed Program
Weights and Measures

Electric Fueling Systems

Pesticide Use Enforcement

Pest Detection and Prevention

Mediterranean Fruit Fly Preventative Release Program

Staff Directory and Retirement Acknowledgments
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
Karen Ross, Secretary

ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Donald P. Wagner, Third District, Chairman
Andrew Do, First District, Vice Chairman

Vicente Sarmiento, Second District

Doug Chaffee, Fourth District

Katrina Foley, Fifth District

It is my pleasure to present the 2022 Orange County Crop
Report as prepared pursuant to Sections 2272 and 2279 of the
California Food and Agricultural Code. It is important to note

that the values represented in this report reflect the gross
value of agricultural commodities grown in Orange County

and not the costs associated with production, labor,

harvesting, and preparation for market.

This report reflects a production value of $86,378,000
representing a decrease of 8.9% from 2021. Inclement wind
events caused damage to tree fruit crops, and drought
conditions provided poor grazing opportunities for our

livestock producers. With rising inflation forcing customers to J O S e A r

cut back on discretionary spending, many of our nursery stock

growers reported much slower sales after the late summer Agricultural Commissioner

mont hs. Despite these setbacks, Or aheglerof \Gaighta& MeassreSsnur ser y
industry continues to contribute to 49% of our total agricultural

income.

This report is produced each year with the outstanding
partnership and cooperation of the nursery industry, ranchers,
farmers, and Future Farmers of America education programs
that represent the agricultural industry in Orange County. My
appreciation goes to all of the producers, growers, and
individuals in the agribusiness sector for their assistance in
providing the data to make this report possible. | also extend
my sincere thanks to the exceptional staff here at the
County of Orange who help in the compilation and
preparation of this report.

Respectfully submitted,
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Tel (714)955-0100 FaX (714) 921-2713 - ocerac.ocpublicworks.com .
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In 2022, Orange County ranked as the 3rd most populous county in  California with 3,151,184 residents,
constituting over 8% of the stateds population. Such a | ar
recreation. With urban development continuing to encroach on historical production land, Orange County

agribusinesses have adapted by pursuing quality over quantity. Growers have shifted their inventories to

pursue high value commodities and have diversified their consumer base by aggressively expanding into

online sales, social media, and direct marketing strategies. The total dollar value of agricultural products

grown within Orange County during 2022 was $86,378,000, which represents a 8.9% decrease when compared

to the previous yeards value.
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The total dollar value
of all agricultural products
grown within Orange County

during the 2022 calendar year was

$86.4m
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$1.5m

$1.3m

Annual

TOTAL ACREAGE 18,803
SINGLE CROP WITH HIGHEST TOTAL VALUE Strawberries
CROP UTILIZING GREATEST ACREAGE Avocados
CROP WITH LARGEST HARVEST (IN TONS) Bell Peppers

LARGEST INCREASE FROM PREVIOUS YEAR Sweet Corn
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The Santa Ana rain gauge dates back to 1908 and is one of the oldest rain
observation stations in Orange County. From January through December 2022,
a total of 6.9 inches were recorded. This was a 30% decrease compared to the
total 9.95 inches recorded the previous year, and 2022 was considered by the
California Department of Water Resources to be an extremely dry year in terms
of average temperature and precipitation. The rainfall data for this report was
provided by Orange County Watersheds of OC Public Works.
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